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nents of the terpa Kannada viz. Kal and Nada, which stand
for the two races, mentioned above. These races can be
traced back to the Vedic and even pre-Vedic ages, thus
establishing the existence of the amalgamated race of the
Kannada people in the far-off centuries. Despite the subtle
analysis of ancient history and legend, which has yielded
the above result, one is inclined to think that the specu-
lation needs to be substantiated by clearer evidence from
Vedic and Puranic literature; because the possibility of
Kannada having been merged in the larger Dravidian race
in the pre-epic period is great, in the absence of
unambiguous evidence.

Perhaps the only scientific approach to the question is
being made by archaeological research, research that aims at
unearthing the pre-history of the Karnataka territory in
the Deccan along systematic lines. From the excavations,
carried out so far at Candravalli, Brahmagiri, Maski, Hera-
kal and such other sites, it is amply clear that Karnataka
is rich in pre-history of thousands of years and that the
study of pre-historics has a great future in the province.
It is interesting to note some of the conclusions of experts
on the subject. "The pre-history of Mysore goes back to
the lower Paleolithic times. Evidences occur of cultures
corresponding to the lower Paleolithic, the microlithic, the
early neolithic, the full neolithic and the iron ages^before

the commencement of history1."----"We can conclude that

what I have called 'Isila culture' or the pre-historic iron
age culture of the Dakhan extended from the northern
districts of the Mysore State to the south-western districts
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